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AN EVENING WITH DEREK &
JUSTIN BELL

LIVE IN CHARLESTON
ONE NIGHT ONLY

08 MAY |5:00 PM

The Grand at &1 Mary Street

TWO GENERATIONS. ONE LEGENDARY BRAND.

®THE LEGENDS

An intimate evening with Derek Bell & Justin Bell

®THE EXPERIENCE

L.owcountry dinner - pI'ClTliLIIT] opcn bar

SCAN FOR TICKETS &
DETAILS

WWW, pCdellT’ICUU.OI'g

WIHE ACCESS

VIP tiers including meet-and-greet opportunitics

, i Includes optional small-group
Friday, May 8 ptional small-grouy

The Grand at 81 Mary Street
Charleston, SC

>:00 PM — Intimate Experience
6:00-9:00 PM - Dinner

experience

Limited Seating | Advance Purchase
Required

WWW.PCAPALMETTO.ORG



UPCOMING EVENTS

CLICK ON UNDERLINED WORDING BELOW FOR MORE DETAILS

Saturday-Sunday:
npn Roebling Road DE Event - Coastal Empire
~ his 2 day driving event is focused on developing

11-12 high performance driving skills. We have
something for all skill levels.

Sunday, 9:00am:
npn_ Grand Strand Breakfast in Myrtle Beach at Drift
12'",' Join the Porsche Club Grand Strand Area for our

monthly breakfast socials. No RSVP required—just
show up, park, and enjoy.

Tuesday, 6:30pm:
npn_ Monthly Palmetto Social
-I 4'".' TheApril Social will be held at Holy City Brewing in

(g

Charleston. April is beautiful in Charleston so let's
enjoy a creek side Biergarten together.

Monday-Thursday:
npn Coastal Empire Tail of the Dragon Tour
" This year's event includes five days of spirited

20-24 drives, breathtaking scenery, curated stops, and
great company.

NI N

Saturday, 12:00-3:00pm:

APR. cArsforcamp car sHow
3 ltisallfor FUN and 100% of proceeds from this event

25T stay right here in the Charleston Area to help Scouts
get to Summer Camp!

Friday, 6:00pm:
MAY Anexclusive Evening with Derek & Justin Bell
8 Experience a rare "behind-the-visor" look at the

\_/

TH golden age of motorsport. Join five-time Le Mans
winner Derek Bell and FIA GT World Champion
Justin Bell for an intimate night.

N



https://www.cerpca.net/new-events-1/cawcaw-wildlife-sanctuary-tour-1-day
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- "~ Presidents
Column

Greetings Palmetto Region Members,

We have something truly special coming up on May 8th, and | couldn’t be more
excited.

Hosting Justin Bell and Derek Bell here in Charleston is a rare opportunity—not just to
hear incredible stories, but to bring our region together for a memorable evening.

What makes this even more special is that Derek’s appearance is truly rare. In his 80s, he simply isn’t doing many events
like this anymore. If you’ve never met him or heard his stories—especially alongside Justin—this is very likely a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity.

This is one you don’t want to miss.
Get your tickets here

At $195 for a downtown Charleston event with great food and an open bar for three hours, it’s an exceptional value.

We’ve also created upgraded seating options so you can choose how you’d like to enjoy the evening. | highly
recommend the VIP Happy Hour from 5:00-6:00—an intimate gathering in the front foyer at The Grand at 81 Mary Street
with hors d’oeuvres, open bar, and a limited number of guests.

Ticket sales are off to a great start, and | truly appreciate the support. If you’ve been on the fence, now’s the time.

We’re also excited to welcome new sponsor Fast Lane Travel, who curates driving experiences across Europe and the
U.S. We’re just getting to know what they offer, but this has the potential to create some unique opportunities for our
members.

We’ve been connecting with several local restaurants that offer private rooms for our monthly dinners. The goal is
simple—create a more comfortable, more intimate setting where we can better hear our speakers and continue to
elevate the experience.

| also had a great conversation with Michelin about their Upstate facilities, and they’re working on a half-day event for us
at the proving grounds, including tech sessions, behind-the-scenes access, lunch, and parade laps on track.

Should be a fun trip—and a great excuse for a weekend run to the Upstate.

| look forward to seeing all of you soon.

Warm regards,
fieith fiinoin
President, Palmetto Region PCA

Member Spotlight: Walking to Defeat ALS

Fellow member Len Segreti is inviting the Palmetto Region to support a cause

close to his heart. In honor of his late wife, Margaret, he has formed a team for

the Walk to Defeat ALS on May 9th at Mt. Pleasant's Memorial Waterfront Park.

He is personally matching all team donations dollar-for-dollar up to $1,500, with a
~ total goal of $5,000 to benefit the ALS Association’s vital support services. To join
 the team, donate, or learn more about the event, please visit his page here.



https://www.pcapalmetto.org/palmettonews/an-exclusive-evening-with-derek-justin-bell/
https://secure2.convio.net/alsa/site/TR/Walks/SouthCarolina?pg=personal&px=9354118&fr_id=17204

Membership Update

PCA National Membership: 169,677

Palmetto Region: 820 Members
Primary: 541 | Affiliate: 279 | Test Drive:7

Welcome New Members! Transfers In
Gary Lee Conner Christopher Hager
2022 718 Boxster S 2008 Other g
_ From: Southeast Michigan
Sherie R. Corbett Shelby Meyer
2018 Panamera 4 2024 911 Carrera
Terrance Michael Duffy From: Peachstate
2024 911 Carrera S Timothy L. Murray
Mark Fritzinger 1997 911 Carrel‘a
2017 911 Carrera From: Northern New Jersey
Brad Grove
2019 Macan
Kenneth M. Janek
2018 Macan

Caren G. Machell

2024 911 Targa 4S

Brian Olasov

2019 718 Boxster

Ann Leslie Pelino

2017 911 Carrera

Paul Anthony Saltzman

2007 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet

Mark Warminger
2025 Macan GTS

One Month Behind



Proud Sponsor of the/Palmetto Region ! '
PorschelClubjoffAmerica, '

WRIGHT AUTO WORKS 843-865-6783
Charleston's Trusted Porsche Experts!


https://wrightautoworks.com/
https://wrightautoworks.com/

Porsches in the Sky:
From Early Dirigibles to the
911 Powered Mooney - Part 1

Story: Gary Becroft

Parseval airship PLg - M 1

Most people associate Porsche with race tracks, race cars
and the iconic 911 silhouette. But long before the first
Porsche sports car was ever built, the company's founder
was looking to the skies. The brand's history has been
deeply intertwined with aerospace since the beginning
of the powered flight. Marked by brilliant innovations,
ambitious global flights, and eventual commercial
heartbreak Porsche designers have left their mark. This
article will explore Porsche's century-long, turbulent
relationship  with aviation—from powering early
dirigibles to putting a 911 engine into a private plane.

The date is November 26, 1909 and the
engineer/mechanic seems a little nervous as he prepares : . . =

his newly designed engine for its first operational test. k.u.k. M.I Parseval Blimp in Fischamend Germany in 1909

The 70 hp engine along with the 3 bladed propeller and the tubular gondola frame were all provided by this young
engineer, Ferdinand Porsche who is the Technical Director of Austro-Daimler. These parts have been installed into
Prussian Major August von Parseval's first maneuverable blimp named “The Parseval®. The engine is started and
Captain Hintertoisser casts off with Ferdinand Porsche on board supervising the engine operation during the
airships 20 minute maiden flight around the town of Wiener Neustadt. Fortunately for Herr Porsche (and ourselves
in the PCA) the engine performed well and all returned safely.

“Mowe” from Igo Etrich

In 1910, Porsche modified an Austro-Daimler Prinz-Heinrich four cylinder automotive engine for the small racing
aircraft “die Mowe" (the seagull). With 40 horsepower at 1,450 rpm, the engine achieved good flight performance.
Unfortunately, “die Move” crashed in Hungary, however, the “die Mdwe” was a key step in the design of the Etrich
“Taube” which became the first mass-produced military aircraft in Germany.

die Méwe (the seagull)

First Austro-Daimler aviation engine

In August of 1910 Ferdinand Porsche developed the first
Austro-Daimler aviation engine. In its original design with
four cylinders, the engine weighed only 80 kg with a
displacement of 3,770 cc. It had been planned with 35 hp,
but ultimately delivered 48 hp at a displacement of 1,450
rom.

Warchalowski Double
| decker with Austro-
Daimler (AD) four-
cylinder engine, 1971



https://www.fahrtraum.at/en/portfolio-item/austro-daimler-prinz-heinrich/
https://www.fahrtraum.at/en/ferdinand-porsche-at-austro-daimler-career-highlights/

Porsche’s constructions were particularly appreciated for their endurance — contrary to some of its competitors in
the aviation industry, who merely produced “one-hit-wonders”. He only allowed his engine to be installed in an
aircraft once it had operated under load with a propeller on the test stand for ten hours.

Six cylinder aviation engine

With political tensions high in Europe the demand for higher motor output increased. In 1913 Porsche faced the
challenge and added two more cylinders to his engine. This six cylinder aviation engine which put out 120 hp was
considered a milestone in the development of aviation engines and became one of the first mass produced aircraft
engines (AD-6). By 1918 the engine was achieving 225 hp. Later on, he developed his first V12 cylinder on the basis of
the six cylinder with 345 hp at 1,350 rpm (Series 20100).

After WW1 ended Porsche focused primarily on automotive design,
but his earlier Austro-Daimler aircraft engines continued to
influence interwar aviation. Porsche left Austro-Daimler in 1930 and
opened his own company Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche GmbH in 1931
based in Stuttgart.

In 1935, Porsche once again directed his energies towards aviation.
The company designed a liquid cooled Type 55 V-12 aircraft engine
which produces an impressive 1,000 hp. It is followed by the Types
70 and 72, with 16 and 32 cylinders.

In 1937, the office receives an order that impressively demonstrates
the close symbiosis between automotive and aviation engineering:
Porsche is entrusted with the task of designing the Mercedes-Benz
T 80, a racing car intended to set the world land speed record. Its
drive system is the Daimler-Benz-DB-603 bomber engine.
Displacing just under 45 litres, the engine unleashes a colossal

1912 Austro-Daimler 6 engine
3,500 hp - the vehicle is aimed at breaking the 650 km/h barrier between Dessau and Halle. In 1939, the monster
takes up its position on the test stand for the first time. However, the outbreak of war thwarts the planned record
attempt. You can view the car at the Mercedes museum in Stuttgart.

Mercedes T-80 in late 1939 at
the Daimler-Benz factory
grounds in Stuttgart-
Unterturkheim, Germany

In late 1944, Porsche was commissioned to develop the Porsche 109-005, a small, single-use turbojet engine
intended to replace the fuel-inefficient Argus pulsejet on V-1 flying bombs. Designed to increase the V-1's range
from 240 km to 700 km, the project was led by Dr. Max Adolf Mueller, but it never left the design phase before the
war ended.

Post-war life for Porsche was about survival and the birth of the 356. With German aviation restricted to gliders, the
company's 'flying' days appeared to be over. However, a project was brewing in the 1950s that would take Porsche
from the race track back to the clouds.

Stay tuned for Part Il, where we reveal a Porsche engine rarer than the legendary 917 race car, and the
'Single Lever' miracle that nearly revolutionized the American skies.


https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=Porsche+109-005&mstk=AUtExfBbW6v-RfJuokbzsub010xNMYsvU-HCRZbvOuH__Er-UeOFXqXVK4aWvDJY1s_26nDYIGu6Vb6XrAbgcxVIiEekIoNDnMxn7Qh9pBpGT8ZoZMDF4VyS_Jmes3oXl09zLVs&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiD5YOXiPaSAxWVrYkEHewbDv8QgK4QegQIARAE

MEMBER ONLY

2ND GRAND PRIZE: 2026

311 GARRERA

+$40,000 CASH PRIZE

1T GRAND PRIZE:

2026 PGA 70ih Anniversary

bLUB GOUPE

+$60,000 CASH PRIZE

ENTRY DEADLINE: June 1, 2026
: WINNER ANNOUNGED: July 31,2026
Scan code or Multiple winners anticipated

SR iy Additional prizes after first grand prize
for mUTB_ defails are based upon number of entries
and official rules: asoutlined in OFFICIAL RAFFLE RULES

WWW.NGa.org




> . Accurate
| information provides:

‘.. :r\(j:al.' raffle announcements
pc . 'm:gcr)tr;ol & Region information
. nt PCA announcements
ﬂ ® Event information
-. ® Renewal notices

*
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Does PCA have your correct contact information? Are you sure about that?

When you first signed up with Porsche Club of America, But now years later, have you moved, changed your phone
you supplied your mailing address, email, possibly your  number, or gone through a few different email accounts?
phone number, and depending how energetic you were  For PCA to be able to contact you for membership renewal

at the time, completed the other information so you notices and customize what you want sent to you, your
could receive newsletters, magazines, and updates on  information has to be up-to-date in the PCA database. It
PCA National and Regional information. only takes a few minutes following the instructions below.
o STEP 1 ®STEP 2
Go to https.//www.pca.org Click on “MEMBER LOGIN" to sign in

P Dl raape i fo Cowid 19 a ig W

% AMERICAN SPEED FESTIVAL
) SEP 30-0CT 3, 2021 CENTRYETIX! 0

Just how much power does that PorscEmees —————— >
make? T ——

+ ?:. ..! & ‘.{;"' -
-#-J :’] feef  POWER | MAPS | GAUGES | DATALOGGING

Click on your name to access Scroll down and click on “Edit My Profile”
accountinformation 1
] Teta) h:mm;;:: :::n (;eﬂcm{!n: ;o«w»yuhm:
f manly Used Links

Video: Driving the Parsche 911 GT1, Mercedes

PCA Raffle
Observer Report

Benz CLK GTR, and'McLaren F1 fe
[ s v |

Post Event Report
Forms & Dacs
Event Inswrance Enrollment Form

Emailer 3.0

Member Verification Lookup for Region Events
PCA Glovebax

:\..1.‘:,’.' Region Report Form-2021
Loges and Guidelines

SAVE PERSONAL INFDR@
 STEP G

Change or edit your email address, password, mailing address, vehicle information, emergency contacts
and add PCA Juniors.

11


https://www.pca.org/
https://www.pca.org/
https://www.pca.org/
https://www.pca.org/

Beyond the 911:
Stuttgart’s Unsun
Endurance Legends

. 1 r‘.’-?

Story: The Duke

Previously, we explored the 1980 24 Hours of Le Mans and (e
the three 924 Carrera GTPs that shocked the grid. But the # "f :
924 was just one chapter in a long history of "non-911" Ko
Porsches. From air-cooled underdogs to V8 grand tourers,
these cars fought for their lives against one of the most
brutal rulebooks in motorsport.

The Survivalist Code: Why Finishing is a Victory

Historically, Le Mans wasn't just a race; it was a trial. Three
specific rules turned drivers into desperate mechanics and
engineers into mathematicians:

e« The 70% Distance Rule: To be classified as a finisher, a
car must complete at least 70% of the distance covered
by the overall winner. If the leading factory prototypes
run a flawless, record-breaking pace, the production-
based cars have to run at "sprint" speeds for 24 hours
just to stay legally in the race. If you finish the 24 hours
but only cover 69% of the winner's distance, you are
"Not Classified"—it's as if you never showed up.

e The Final Lap Time Limit: You must complete your
final lap within a strict time limit (historically around 6
minutes). This is the rule that broke the world’s heart in
2016—a race | witnessed in person. The overall leading
#5 Toyota TSO50 lost power with just three minutes left
due to a failed electrical connector. It eventually limped
across the line in second place, but because that final
lap took nearly 12 minutes, they were disqualified. Years
of work, gone in five minutes.

« The "No-Man's Land" Repair Rule: If a car broke down
on the 8.5-mile circuit, mechanics were forbidden from
helping. Drivers carried heavy tool rolls and spare parts
in the passenger footwell. If you couldn't fix it yourself
with what was in the car, your race ended in the grass. - iy PR RN s e

The #46 Porsche 356 Gmund Cou avigates the Le Mans pits in 1951

1951: The 356 SL and the "Curse of the Crashes"

Porsche's very first foray into Le Mans was in 1951 with the 356 SL
(Sport Leicht). The spark was ignited at the 1950 Paris Motor Show,
where French racer Auguste Veuillet convinced Ferry Porsche that Le
Mans was the ultimate proving ground for his fledgling brand. Ferry
agreed, but he faced a significant engineering hurdle: weight. This
was just two years after the first prototype Porsche was built in 1948.

By 1951, Porsche had officially moved back to Zuffenhausen, but the
new steel-bodied cars being built by Reutter were far too heavy for a
1.1-liter engine to push for 24 hours. To solve this, the team went into
the back of the shop and pulled out 11 unfinished aluminum
bodyshells that had been transported in crates during the move
from the old sawmill in GmuUnd, Austria. These were "Type 356/2"
units—hand-hammered, narrow-body shells that were roughly 250
Mechanic checks over the engine on the #46 Gmund  |bg |ighter than the production steel cars. These "leftover" Austrian
Coupé while in the pits of the 1951 Le Mans Race bodies were finished in a corner of the factory and designated "SL."

With less than 50 horsepower from the 1.1-liter flat-four, the car wasn't going to set outright top-speed records, but it
was incredibly slippery. However, the dream almost ended before it began. The team prepared a fleet of these
aluminum SLs, but a string of disasters nearly wiped them out. One was wrecked on a public road avoiding a cyclist;



another was totaled on the Autobahn during a high-speed
test. Then, two nights before the race, the #47 car rolled at 100
mph in practice.

Left with only one surviving car (#46), mechanics spent 48
hours frantically cannibalizing parts from the three wrecks.
Drivers Auguste Veuillet and Edmond Mouche started 45th on
the grid and battled horrific, rainy conditions for the entire 24
hours. They were vastly underpowered compared to the heavy-
hitting Jaguars, but they were efficient and relentless. Despite
the bad omens, the lone 356 SL ran a flawless race, winning its
class and finishing 20th overall.

In a final testament to its "road car" DNA, after the trophy was  Mmembers and lon our 2016 pilgrimage.

collected, the little race car went back to Germany exactly the way it arrived: driven on public roads. Maybe in another
article | will tell you about its subsequent life.

.

Chassis 063 screams past the
famous Tabacs sign on the
Mulsanne Straight in 1951. With
only 46hp under the hood, every
inch of aerodynamic efficiency
mattered on this 3.7-mile stretch
of public road.

ilt 4 1 N

1970: The 914/6 GT and the 86-Hour Martyrdom

Fast forward to 1970—the year that gave us Porsche's first overall victory with the 917, and the backdrop for Steve
McQueen's iconic film. But deep in the pack, a tiny mid-engined 914/6 GT was doing the impossible. In a race plagued
by torrential, monsoon-like rain that wiped out top-tier prototypes and factory 911s alike, the perfectly balanced 914/6
GT (entered by Sonauto) just kept lapping. It not only survived the deluge but finished an astonishing 6th overall,
winning the GT class and proving that mid-engine balance could conquer brute horsepower when the skies opened

But the 914's greatest tale of ingenuity comes from the
Marathon de la Route—an insane 86-hour endurance
race on the Nurburgring.

The rules penalized any pit stop longer than 60
seconds, a penalty of deduction of a full lap (17 miles)
from their total distance. To bypass this, 914 drivers
would pull over just outside the pit entrance, remove
four of the five lug nuts, stuff them into their racing
suit pockets, and limp in. The crew swapped tires in
seconds, and the driver would park outside the pit exit
to screw the nuts back on himself—staying within the
60-second limit and helping the 914 sweep the
podium.

The #40 Porsche 914/6 GT navigates a soaked track along the Maison
Blanche stretch during the 1970 24 Hours of Le Mans.

1981: The "Secret" 944 Prototype

Following the 924's success, Porsche returned in 1981 with a car
labeled a "924 Carrera GTP." It was a brilliant deception. Under the
skin sat the prototype for the upcoming 944, featuring the new 2.5L
four-cylinder engine with vibration-canceling balance shafts. Driven
by rallying legend Walter Réhrl and JUrgen Barth, the "secret 944"
ran like an absolute metronome. It finished 7th overall and won the
GTP class. Even more impressively, it won the unofficial award for
efficiency, spending less time in the pits for fuel and repairs than any
other car on the grid. It was the ultimate proof-of-concept for the
944,

— I Y— L B R
The #1 Porsche 944 GTP sweeps through the Porsche
Curves during the 1981 24 Hours of Le Mans. 13




1983-1984: The V8 Odyssey of the 928S

While Porsche never gave their luxury V8 grand tourer a full factory racing program, French privateer Raymond
Boutinaud refused to let that stop him. He entered a largely stock 928S into the Group B class, and the lore
surrounding his efforts is the stuff of club legend.

el Grand Touring at 180 MPH: The #107
:.L%.,;g'*w»m . . 2 | Porsche 928 S, entered by Raymond

{are Boutinaud, hammers down the
Mulsanne Straight during the 1984
24 Hours of Le Mans.

Surviving Le Mans as a privateer requires serious ingenuity. During the
1983 race, the Boutinaud 928 suffered a failed front hub. Without a spare
in the pit box, the team reportedly sprinted into the Le Mans spectator
parking lot, found a fan who had driven his own 928 to the race, and
convinced him to sell them his front hub right there in the mud! They
wrenched the part off the fan's car, ran it over to the Bilstein machinists
in the pits to bore it out for the larger 917 brakes (yes, it had 917 brakes),
bolted it to the race car, and kept going. By that point they were in the
pits (and parking lot), for too long to have a qualified finish within the
70% rule.

Boutinaud returned in 1984, but the V8 suffered a blown head gasket  The#107 Porsche 928 S of Raymond Boutinaud,
with 18 hours to go. Instead of retiring the car, the team simply treated  divesinto the Esses alongside a March 84G

the engine like a total-loss cooling system. They filled the boiling V8 with prototype during the 1984 24 Hours of Le Mans.
water at every single fuel stop, nursing the crippled car around the clock while still managing to hit 180 mph on the
Mulsanne straight. Through sheer force of will, the 928 crossed the line to officially finish 22nd overall.

For more info on this this 928 and journey to Le Mans, read about it in this great article.
petrolicious.com/blogs/articles/restoring-the-only-porsche-928-that-ever-raced-at-the-24-hours-of-le-mans

The All-Aluminum "Brumos" Experiment (Daytona, 1984)

While Boutinaud was fighting the mud at Le Mans, Porsche’s
experimental department sent a "semi-works" 928S to Florida for the
1984 24 Hours of Daytona. Entered by the legendary Brumos Racing,
this car was an exercise in lightweighting, featuring an all-aluminum
body and a roster of racing royalty including Vic Elford and Richard
Attwood.

Unlike the privateer Le Mans car, which struggled with mechanical
failures, the Brumos 928 was a metronome. It started near the back of
the pack (72nd) and spent 24 hours methodically carving through the
field. While it didn't have the aero to catch the specialized prototypes, it
outlasted almost everything else. It finished 15th overall and 4th in its class, proving that the 928 wasn't just a luxury
cruiser—it was a bulletproof endurance machine that Porsche simply chose not to unleash.

The #92 928 At Daytona 24 in 1984

1994: The 968 Turbo RS - A Heartbreaking Exit

The final evolution of the transaxle line was the 350hp 968 Turbo RS, which is also the rarest RS Porsche ever produced
at only 4 cars, three production and one prototype. In 1994, Seikel Motorsport entered a striking yellow version, this
was the prototype. Originally red, Seikel repainted it in Ferarri Fly Yellow for the race. It was arguably the most
balanced GT car on the grid, but Le Mans is unforgiving.

While running well, the 968 was caught up in an accident with a faster prototype. It wasn't the driver's fault—the
prototype made an aggressive dive-bomb move that sent the 968 into the barriers. The impact damaged the unique
chassis beyond the point of trackside repair. After 84 laps, the transaxle era at Le Mans came to a quiet, unearned end.

The Legacy of the "Others"

These cars prove that Porsche's DNA isn't confined
to the 91. It's found in the 356 that survived three
crashes, the 928 that "borrowed" parts from a fan,
and the 914 and 924's that out-waited the rain. They
are the heroes who proved that regardless of where
the engine is, a Porsche is built to finish.

The bright yellow
#58 Porsche 968

~ Turbo RS streaks
@ 3 past the pits
during the 1994
24 Hours of Le

Mans 14



https://petrolicious.com/blogs/articles/restoring-the-only-porsche-928-that-ever-raced-at-the-24-hours-of-le-mans

Sebring Results

GTP Class: A Historic 1-2 Finish

Porsche Penske Motorsport secured its second consecutive Sebring victory and its second straight 1-2
finish to start the 2026 season. After 12 hours of grueling racing, the No. 7 Porsche 963—driven by Felipe
Nasr, Julien Andlauer, and Laurin Heinrich—took the checkered flag.

The finish was anything but routine; Nasr had to make an aggressive inside pass on teammate Kevin Estre
(No. 6 Porsche 963) with just over an hour remaining. Estre, Matt Campbell, and Laurens Vanthoor finished
a close second, just 1.515 seconds behind, completing the sweep. This win also marks the "36 Hours of
Florida" sweep for the No. 7 crew, who won at Daytona just last month.

This win further cements Porsche's record as the most successful manufacturer in the history of the 12
Hours of Sebring.

o

: PENSKE == W_‘ -
£ -

GTD Pro: "Grello" and "Roxy" Sweep the Podium

The Porsche dominance extended to the GT categories as well. Manthey Racing earned its first-ever IMSA
victory with the fan-favorite No. 911 "Grello" Porsche 911 GT3 R. Drivers Thomas Preining, Klaus Bachler, and
Ricardo Feller managed to hold off another Porsche icon: AO Racing’s "Roxy" (the pink dinosaur No. 77),
which finished in second place.

Ready to look official? Get your magnetic name
badge for the next event! At just $10. Order here.
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	Palmetto
	Pipes
	April 2026 Edition
	Roebling Road DE Event - Coastal Empire
	Grand Strand Breakfast in Myrtle Beach at Drift
	Join the Porsche Club Grand Strand Area for our monthly breakfast socials. No RSVP required—just show up, park, and enjoy.

	Coastal Empire Tail of the Dragon Tour
	CARS for CAMP CAR SHOW
	An Exclusive Evening with Derek & Justin Bell

	Membership Update
	PCA National Membership: 169,677
	Palmetto Region: 820 Members
	Primary: 541 | Affiliate: 279 | Test Drive:7
	Welcome New Members!
	Gary Lee Conner
	2022 718 Boxster S Sherie R. Corbett 2018 Panamera 4 Terrance Michael Duffy 2024 911 Carrera S Mark Fritzinger 2017 911 Carrera Brad Grove 2019 Macan Kenneth M. Janek 2018 Macan Caren G. Machell 2024 911 Targa 4S Brian Olasov 2019 718 Boxster Ann Leslie Pelino 2017 911 Carrera Paul Anthony Saltzman
	2007 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet
	Mark Warminger
	2025 Macan GTS
	Transfers In
	Christopher Hager
	2008 Other
	From: Southeast Michigan

	Shelby Meyer
	2024 911 Carrera
	From: Peachstate

	Timothy L. Murray
	1997 911 Carrera
	From: Northern New Jersey



	Porsches in the Sky:  From Early Dirigibles to the 911-Powered Mooney - Part 1
	Story: Gary Becroft
	Most people associate Porsche with race tracks, race cars and the iconic 911 silhouette. But long before the first Porsche sports car was ever built, the company's founder was looking to the skies. The brand's history has been deeply intertwined with aerospace since the beginning of the powered flight. Marked by brilliant innovations, ambitious global flights, and eventual commercial heartbreak Porsche designers have left their mark. This article will explore Porsche’s century-long, turbulent relationship with aviation—from powering early dirigibles to putting a 911 engine into a private plane.
	The date is November 26, 1909 and the engineer/mechanic seems a little nervous as he prepares his newly designed engine for its first operational test.
	The 70 hp engine along with the 3 bladed propeller and the tubular gondola frame were all provided by this young engineer, Ferdinand Porsche who is the Technical Director of Austro-Daimler. These parts have been installed into Prussian Major August von Parseval’s first maneuverable blimp named “The Parseval“. The engine is started and Captain Hintertoisser casts off with Ferdinand Porsche on board supervising the engine operation during the airships 20 minute maiden flight around the town of Wiener Neustadt. Fortunately for Herr Porsche (and ourselves in the PCA) the engine performed well and all returned safely.
	“Möwe” from Igo Etrich
	In 1910, Porsche modified an Austro-Daimler Prinz-Heinrich four cylinder automotive engine for the small racing aircraft “die Möwe” (the seagull). With 40 horsepower at 1,450 rpm, the engine achieved good flight performance. Unfortunately, “die Möve” crashed in Hungary, however, the “die Möwe” was a key step in the design of the Etrich “Taube” which became the first mass-produced military aircraft in Germany.

	First Austro-Daimler aviation engine
	In August of 1910 Ferdinand Porsche developed the first Austro-Daimler aviation engine. In its original design with four cylinders, the engine weighed only 80 kg with a displacement of 3,770 cc. It had been planned with 35 hp, but ultimately delivered 48 hp at a displacement of 1,450 rpm.

	Porsche’s constructions were particularly appreciated for their endurance – contrary to some of its competitors in the aviation industry, who merely produced “one-hit-wonders”. He only allowed his engine to be installed in an aircraft once it had operated under load with a propeller on the test stand for ten hours.
	Six cylinder aviation engine
	With political tensions high in Europe the demand for higher motor output increased. In 1913 Porsche faced the challenge and added two more cylinders to his engine. This six cylinder aviation engine which put out 120 hp was considered a milestone in the development of aviation engines and became one of the first mass produced aircraft engines (AD-6). By 1918 the engine was achieving 225 hp. Later on, he developed his first V12 cylinder on the basis of the six cylinder with 345 hp at 1,350 rpm (Series 20100).
	After WW1 ended Porsche focused primarily on automotive design, but his earlier Austro-Daimler aircraft engines continued to influence interwar aviation. Porsche left Austro-Daimler in 1930 and opened his own company Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche GmbH in 1931 based in Stuttgart.  In 1935, Porsche once again directed his energies towards aviation. The company designed a liquid cooled Type 55 V-12 aircraft engine which produces an impressive 1,000 hp. It is followed by the Types 70 and 72, with 16 and 32 cylinders.
	In 1937, the office receives an order that impressively demonstrates the close symbiosis between automotive and aviation engineering: Porsche is entrusted with the task of designing the Mercedes-Benz T 80, a racing car intended to set the world land speed record. Its drive system is the Daimler-Benz-DB-603 bomber engine. Displacing just under 45 litres, the engine unleashes a colossal
	3,500 hp – the vehicle is aimed at breaking the 650 km/h barrier between Dessau and Halle. In 1939, the monster takes up its position on the test stand for the first time. However, the outbreak of war thwarts the planned record attempt. You can view the car at the Mercedes museum in Stuttgart.
	In late 1944, Porsche was commissioned to develop the Porsche 109-005, a small, single-use turbojet engine intended to replace the fuel-inefficient Argus pulsejet on V-1 flying bombs. Designed to increase the V-1's range from 240 km to 700 km, the project was led by Dr. Max Adolf Mueller, but it never left the design phase before the war ended.
	Post-war life for Porsche was about survival and the birth of the 356. With German aviation restricted to gliders, the company's 'flying' days appeared to be over. However,  a project was brewing in the 1950s that would take Porsche from the race track back to the clouds.

	Stay tuned for Part II, where we reveal a Porsche engine rarer than the legendary 917 race car, and the 'Single Lever' miracle that nearly revolutionized the American skies.
	Accurate
	information provides:

	Is your account up-to-date?
	Does PCA have your correct contact information? Are you sure about that?
	When you first signed up with Porsche Club of America, you supplied your mailing address, email, possibly your phone number, and depending how energetic you were at the time, completed the other information so you could receive newsletters, magazines, and updates on PCA National and Regional information.
	But now years later, have you moved, changed your phone number, or gone through a few different email accounts? For PCA to be able to contact you for membership renewal notices and customize what you want sent to you, your information has to be up-to-date in the PCA database. It only takes a few minutes following the instructions below.



	STEP 1
	Go to https://www.pca.org

	STEP 2
	Click on “MEMBER LOGIN” to sign in

	STEP 3
	Click on your name to access account information

	STEP 4
	Scroll down and click on “Edit My Profile”

	STEP 5
	Change or edit your email address, password, mailing address, vehicle information, emergency contacts and add PCA Juniors.

	Beyond the 911: Stuttgart’s Unsung Endurance Legends
	Previously, we explored the 1980 24 Hours of Le Mans and the three 924 Carrera GTPs that shocked the grid. But the 924 was just one chapter in a long history of "non-911" Porsches. From air-cooled underdogs to V8 grand tourers, these cars fought for their lives against one of the most brutal rulebooks in motorsport.
	The Survivalist Code: Why Finishing is a Victory
	Historically, Le Mans wasn't just a race; it was a trial. Three specific rules turned drivers into desperate mechanics and engineers into mathematicians:
	The 70% Distance Rule: To be classified as a finisher, a car must complete at least 70% of the distance covered by the overall winner. If the leading factory prototypes run a flawless, record-breaking pace, the production-based cars have to run at "sprint" speeds for 24 hours just to stay legally in the race. If you finish the 24 hours but only cover 69% of the winner's distance, you are "Not Classified"—it’s as if you never showed up.
	The Final Lap Time Limit: You must complete your final lap within a strict time limit (historically around 6 minutes). This is the rule that broke the world’s heart in 2016—a race I witnessed in person. The overall leading #5 Toyota TS050 lost power with just three minutes left due to a failed electrical connector. It eventually limped across the line in second place, but because that final lap took nearly 12 minutes, they were disqualified. Years of work, gone in five minutes.
	The "No-Man’s Land" Repair Rule: If a car broke down on the 8.5-mile circuit, mechanics were forbidden from helping. Drivers carried heavy tool rolls and spare parts in the passenger footwell. If you couldn't fix it yourself with what was in the car, your race ended in the grass.
	​Porsche's very first foray into Le Mans was in 1951 with the 356 SL (Sport Leicht). The spark was ignited at the 1950 Paris Motor Show, where French racer Auguste Veuillet convinced Ferry Porsche that Le Mans was the ultimate proving ground for his fledgling brand. Ferry agreed, but he faced a significant engineering hurdle: weight. This was just two years after the first prototype Porsche was built in 1948.
	​By 1951, Porsche had officially moved back to Zuffenhausen, but the new steel-bodied cars being built by Reutter were far too heavy for a 1.1-liter engine to push for 24 hours. To solve this, the team went into the back of the shop and pulled out 11 unfinished aluminum bodyshells that had been transported in crates during the move from the old sawmill in Gmünd, Austria. These were "Type 356/2" units—hand-hammered, narrow-body shells that were roughly 250 lbs lighter than the production steel cars. These "leftover" Austrian bodies were finished in a corner of the factory and designated "SL."
	​With less than 50 horsepower from the 1.1-liter flat-four, the car wasn’t going to set outright top-speed records, but it was incredibly slippery. However, the dream almost ended before it began. The team prepared a fleet of these aluminum SLs, but a string of disasters nearly wiped them out. One was wrecked on a public road avoiding a cyclist;

	1994: The 968 Turbo RS – A Heartbreaking Exit
	Sebring Results
	GTP Class: A Historic 1-2 Finish
	GTD Pro: "Grello" and "Roxy" Sweep the Podium
	Ready to look official? Get your magnetic name badge for the next event! At just $10. Order here.
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