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bill cunningham
Northern New Jersey Region (NNJR)

After looking unsuccessfully through the standard ref-
erence works for a definition of the word '"Rally,"

came across the following by David Hebb: A rally is a
trip in a car occupied by two persons who do not know

where they are going but are just following instructions.

Although this column will be oriented toward the novice,
| expect that there will be something of value in this
and future columns for every NNJR rallyist. Since I'm
Rally Chairperson this year, you can count on finding
helpers that will be worth some points to you.

First, you should know that there are three types of
rallies popular in this country:

(1) 75D (time-speed-distance)

(2) Gimmick

(3) Performance.
A'l of these require basic course-following skills, but
Pe:formance rallying, in addition, includes flat-out
special stages usually run at night through the weeds
on logging roads, and if this is your bag, you should
be writing this, not reading it. For NNJR members, I
will concentrate in this series of articles only on TSD
rallying, "although the basic course-following principles
apply also to Gimmick rallies.

RALLY BASICS

A rally is not a race. Rallies are run on public roads
at legal speeds, and while you may occasionally find it
necessary to hurry somewhat, you must do this at your
own risk. Getting a traffic ticket is grounds for dis-
qualification in some events, as well as spoiling your
afternoon.

The object of a rally is to follow instructions which
will take you over a prearranged route at designated
speeds. In order to find out how well you are following
instructions, your time of arrival at certain points
("'"check-points'), is noted and compared with the known

(to the rallymaster), time that you should arrive at the
checkpoints. The difference is your error, and at the
end of the rally the smallest accumulated error wins.
Most rallies these days are timed to the 1/100 of a
minute, although some are timed to the second. Penal-
ties assessed are 1 point per 1/100 (or 1/60) minute,
whether early or late, usually subject to a maximum of
500 points (5 minutes error), per leg. The art and
science of following the instructions is what makes a
rally different from a Sunday afternoon drive in the
country.

When you register for a rally, you will receive a number
to identify your car, and a set of general instructions.
Your car number is important because it involves time.
If the instructions say, 'Your starting time is 12:00,
plus your car number in minutes" and you are car #9, you
must start at 12:09 exactly. One feature of this start-
ing system is that with cars started at one minute in-
tervals, it will be unusual to see another rally car,
other than at the checkpoints, during the course of the
rally, assuming everyone stays on time.

Read the general instructions (Gl's) very carefully be-
cause they contain the ground rules for the day's event.
| cannot stress this point too strongly. The Gl's
should contain a brief description of the event, a glos-
sary of definitions which will apply, a list of prior-
ities to be used in course-following, the method of tim-
ing and scoring, provisions for requesting time allow-
ances or making protests, and the like., Make sure you
have all the pages, which should be numbered "1 of 4, 2
of 4," ete. and that the copy you have is legible (this
applies to the route instructions as well). Once you
leave the starting line, a missing page is your fault,
not the rallymaster's. Some rallies will mail you a set
of Gl's if you preregister, It is wise to take advan-
tage of this because it is easier to read and discuss
the Gl's at the kitchen table with your partner than at
the start line while you are also trying to set your
watch, copy posted changes to the route instructions

and are engaging in general b.s. with your fellow com=
petitors.

It is probably possible to write a book about Gl's
alone, and they will be further discussed in future ar-
ticles. For now, the rule to remember is to NEVER AS-
SUME ANYTHING. |If there are points you do not under-
stand, ask questions before you start. Once you leave
the starting line, you are deemed to have accepted the
rules and regulations, and their interpretation is your
responsibility.

Five or ten minutes prior to your starting time, you
will receive your route instructions. Look for the car
that has your number minus one, the car that starts a
minute ahead of you, and follow him to the starting
line. By this time, you and your partner should have
made all necessary pit stops, have your seat belts fas-
tened, and be mentally prepared for the forthcoming ad-
venture.




CAROL'S CORNER

Our meeting at Oriental Cuisine went very well with 16 members in attendance. It
was nice to see some of our "Older" members (such as the Harters') and several of
our "new" members. I think everyone enjoyed the dinner and fellowship.

Jeff & Kirby Parker and Ed Aufderhide had some very nice pictures from their recent
trip to Europe. Ty Shoman also brought slides from the Parade, which we decided to
hold until the Christmas Party. We're looking forward to those!

We received and accepted nominations from the floor for 1982 officers. Don't be
surprised if Nancy, Kirby or Paige calls you one night with a request to serve.......
We want a good slate of officers for a good club next year. You will be getting
your ballot for voting in the mail. Please take a few minutes to vote and return
your ballot.

Next upcoming (last competitor of year event) event is the all important Turkey Day
Rally on November 22, at Doug Allen Porsche & Audi. Registration begins at 12:00 noon.
Please encourage all of your friends to compete, as this is an open event with all
proceeds going to charity. Tuggy & Ross promise a very challenging afternoon!!!

We will be getting detailed information on the Christmas Party to you soon. Plan now
on attending! (December 18, 1981)

Hope to see you all on the 22nd.

'FOREIGN CAR PARTS

"CHAS. HWY 17 S./

7 SO 571-2454

ALL MARCHAL LAMPS 207 OFF

Reg. Sale
Cibie Z Beam 7" Lamps 39.95 ea. 67.00/pr.
Cibie Lo Beam 4"/6" Quadlamp 40.75 ea. 29.98 ea.
Right Rear Tail Light Lense (USA) 44 .65 3]:15
for 69-71 911/912 :
Competition Lap Belt 3" W/50" L 73.95 55.46
Competition Shoulder Harness + 51,00 42.40
(Ro11 bar suggested) : -
Lap Belt 23.94 19.95 .
15" Personal "Executive" Wood 144.95 99.95 °
Semi-Dish Steering Wheel :
14" Personal "JARAMA" Black- 66.75 44,95
Spoke Semi-Dish Wheel
13" Personal "CARRERA" Silver- 59.95 39.95
Spoke Semi-Dish Wheel
914/4 Hub Adapter 39.95 31.95

*0ther Adapters Available 25.45--39.95



